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State of Utah FY 2009 Budget Recommendations   

TRANSPORTATION
Carson Howell, Analyst

TRANSPORTATION

Mission: Build and maintain the State’s transportation system,
plan and implement new highway projects, improve pavement con-
ditions on existing roads, and assure highway safety through
appropriate design and maintenance

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS, SERVICES, AND GOALS

Maintain the current road system
• Maintains, repairs, and operates the state highway

system consisting of about 6,000 miles of highways
• Manages the state highway system that serves

around 70 percent of all vehicle miles traveled in
Utah

• Preserves the highway system by applying treat-
ments and other technologies to the pavement,
extending its lifetime 

• Preserves bridges through routine inspections, seal-
ing treatments, and deck pavement projects

• Maintains highways through plowing snow, main-
taining drainage, improving roadway markings
(striping/signs), pothole patching, and guardrail
repair

Improve the highway system 
• Maximizes traffic efficiency through intelligent

transportation systems that include the Traffic
Operations Center, cameras along the roadways,
congestion detectors in the highways, weather sen-
sors, and ramp meters at freeway interchanges

• Provides traveler information through the 511 sys-
tem, a free travel information phone number that
offers statewide updates on traffic, winter road con-
ditions, and public transit

• Operates incident management teams that patrol
Utah's roadways offering help to motorists in dis-
tress and aiding the highway patrol by managing
traffic when accidents occur 

• Removes snow and deploys more than 130 snow-
plows along the Wasatch Front during a major
snowstorm; uses anti-icing methods to prevent
black ice and snow-packed conditions

Increase highway safety
• Improves roadway safety through public awareness

campaigns, improved design, high-visibility signs,
rumble strips, new paint striping technologies, inter-
section improvements, and maintenance safety activ-
ities

Expand highway capacity
• Build the Legacy Parkway project to manage traffic

between Davis and Salt Lake counties

AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW

Highway 
Construction

69%

Administration 
and Other 
Operations

9%

Highway 
Maintenance

9%

B & C Road 
Account

9%

Other Capital
4%

Where Will My Taxes and Fees 
Go for Transportation?

(Total FY 2009  Funding is $1,488,356,200)

General Fund and 
Restricted Sales 

Tax
40%

Transportation 
Fund
30%

Other Funds
17%

Federal Funds
13%

Financing of Transportation

(Based on FY 2009 Recommendations)

Includes funding for capital projects

Includes funding for capital projects 
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Maintain roadway conditions at suitable quality
levels

• Increase maintenance funding to offset rising mate-
rial costs with $2,348,400 ongoing Transportation
Fund

• Purchase additional vehicles for maintenance activi-
ties and snow removal on 430 additional lane miles
that will be added to the state system during 
FY 2009 with $2,977,600 one-time Transportation
Fund

• Provide funding for the bridge replacement program
to ensure the safety and quality of bridges using
$20,000,000 ongoing and $50,000,000 one-time
General Fund

Preserve highway corridors before development
occurs

• Enhance the department's ability to preserve corri-
dors before homes and businesses are built, saving
the State hundreds of millions of dollars, with
$30,000,000 one-time General Fund

Address capacity and safety conditions   
• Construct a number of choke point or safety proj-

ects throughout the State with $80,000,000 one-time
General Fund

• Address the need for large congestion-relief projects
with $40,000,000 one-time General Fund
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RECOMMENDATIONS: GOVERNOR’S GOALS AND INITIATIVES
(See itemized table for full list of recommendations)
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FY 2008 Proposed Legislative Intent

• Support Services is authorized to not lapse up to
$200,000 for software development.

• Engineering Services is authorized to not lapse up
to $200,000 for engineering services.

• Region Management is authorized to not lapse up
to $200,000 for region management.

• Funds appropriated to Equipment Management
are nonlapsing.

• Funds appropriated to Maintenance Management
are nonlapsing.

• Any surplus in the Transportation Fund not other-
wise appropriated may be used by the department
for the construction, rehabilitation, and preserva-
tion of state highways in Utah. The appropriation
shall fund: first, a maximum participation with the
federal government for the construction of feder-
ally designated highways as provided by law; and
last, the construction of state highways as funding
permits.

• The number of full-time equivalents (FTEs) for
field crews may be adjusted to accommodate the
increase or decrease in the construction program.
No portion of the money appropriated by this
item shall be used either directly or indirectly to
enhance or increase appropriations made to the
department for other purposes.

FY 2009 Proposed Legislative Intent

• All collections or cash income from the sale or sal-
vage of land and buildings are to be lapsed to the
Transportation Fund.

• Funds appropriated for sidewalk construction are
nonlapsing.

PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE INTENT LANGUAGE

• Funds appropriated from the Transportation
Fund for pedestrian safety projects shall be used
specifically to correct pedestrian hazards on state
highways. Local authorities shall be encouraged
to participate in the construction of pedestrian
safety devices.

• Local participation in the Sidewalk Construction
Program shall be 75 percent state and 25 percent
local match. If local governments cannot use
their allocation of sidewalk safety funds in two
years, those funds will be available for other gov-
ernmental entities which are prepared to use the
resources.

• Funds appropriated from the Federal Mineral
Lease Account are nonlapsing and shall be used
for improvement or reconstruction of highways
that have been heavily impacted by energy devel-
opment.

• Private industries engaged in developing the
State's natural resources shall be encouraged to
participate in the construction of highways lead-
ing to their facilities.

• Funds for the maintenance computer program are
nonlapsing.

• Funds for the corridor preservation match por-
tion for local governments are nonlapsing. The
match portion for local governments is intended
to match funds expended on current and future
state roads and is available for a two-year period
from the date the local option transportation cor-
ridor preservation fee was initially imposed. Any
unexpended local matching funds revert to the
Transportation Corridor Preservation Revolving
Loan Fund.

• Funds for the Utah State transportation research
program are nonlapsing.

State of Utah FY 2009 Budget Recommendations
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• A portion of $30,000,000 of the total
$100,000,000 for Transportation Capital is for cor-
ridor preservation. Of the $30,000,000 for corri-
dor preservation, $16,000,000 is to be placed in the
Transportation Corridor Preservation Revolving
Loan Fund. The remaining $14,000,000 is to be
nonlapsing and matched by local governments and
expended only on current and future state roads
and be nonlapsing. The match portion for local
governments is available for a two-year period
from the date the local option transportation corri-
dor preservation fee was initially imposed. Any
unexpended local matching funds revert to the
Transportation Corridor Preservation Revolving
Loan Fund.

• Funds for East-West Corridors Transportation
Study are nonlapsing.

PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE INTENT LANGUAGE

•   Any surplus in the Aeronautics Fund not other-
wise appropriated may be used by the department
for the construction, rehabilitation, and preserva-
tion of airports in Utah. The appropriation shall
fund: first, a maximum participation with the fed-
eral government as provided by law; and last,
other state expenditures, as funding permits. No
portion of the money appropriated by this item
shall be used either directly or indirectly to
enhance or increase appropriations made to the
department for other purposes.

Budget Recommendations - Transportation
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